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Resurrection Bay, Alaska 

By Colleen B. Reilly 

On Good Friday in 1964, Alaska suffered the 
effects of the largest earthquake to ever hit 
North America. It destroyed much of the 
state's economy, and the coastal city of 
Seward, about a 2-hour drive south of 
Anchorage. The 30-foot drop of the earth's 
crust forced seas into deadly tsunamis. A 120-
foot wave entered Resurrection Bay, on which 
Seward is located, only to hit the many 
mountain islands and shoreline peaks so that 
by the time it hit the town, it was reduced to 
30-feet in height. With time the area and 
residents have recovered. The town, once a 
commercial port, is now a thriving tourist 
destination. On a recent boat tour around the 
bay, the beauty of these magnificent 
mountains that dip down into the sea made 
me catch my breath and whisper, "thank 
you". 

  

Alaska Earthquake 

The 1964 Alaskan earthquake, also known as the Great Alaskan earthquake and Good 
Friday earthquake, occurred at 5:36 PM AKST on Good Friday, March 27. Across south-
central Alaska, ground fissures, collapsing structures, and tsunamis resulting from the 
earthquake caused about 131 deaths.  

Lasting four minutes and thirty-eight seconds, the magnitude 9.2 megathrust 
earthquake remains the most powerful earthquake recorded in North American history, 
and the second most powerful earthquake recorded in world history. Six hundred miles 
(970 km) of fault ruptured at once and moved up to 60 ft (18 m), releasing about 500 
years of stress buildup. Soil liquefaction, fissures, landslides, and other ground failures 
caused major structural damage in several communities and much damage to 
property. Anchorage sustained great destruction or damage to many 
inadequately earthquake-engineered houses, buildings, and infrastructure (paved 
streets, sidewalks, water and sewer mains, electrical systems, and other man-made 
equipment), particularly in the several landslide zones along Knik Arm. Two hundred 
miles (320 km) southwest, some areas near Kodiak were permanently raised by 30 feet 
(9 m). Southeast of Anchorage, areas around the head of Turnagain 
Arm near Girdwood and Portage dropped as much as 8 feet (2.4 m), requiring 
reconstruction and fill to raise the Seward Highway above the new high tide mark. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1964_Alaska_earthquake 
 


